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So what if they aren’t ‘real’ journalists. Do-it-yourself
magazine publishers are offering a peek into fringe
cultures, oddball obsessions and unsung life styles.

By MARE EHREMAN
SFECTAL T THE TISIES

en Is Dead. Sereambox!

bOTNG BOING,

These are a few of Lhe

gines—ldiosyneratic,
heme-grown publications aboumnd -
ing with erolic comles, fealures an
performance artisis like Torture
Choru=, instructions for making
your own CDs and ads for nose
rings and pheromones,

Thanks bo the increasing afford-
ability of photocopying and desk-
lap publishing eguipment, practi-
cally anyone can be an ersatz
Cilimen Rane

“We've created a whale maga-
zine and nobody knows anything
about pournalism,” says 24-year-
old Darhy Romea, creator, publish-
er. editor and—aecording to the
masthoad —emme fatole of Ben Is
Diead, produced in her apartmeni.

Skip the newsstands. Yaou can
pick up Lhe zipes at imdependent
bookstores like Amok on Verment
in the Loz Feliz arca, al Tower
Records and at same coffee houses,

Some are free, The cost of many
is aboul Lhe same as mainslréam
mogxzines—52 o $4 Articles and
ads run 1o the young and under-
ground in hoaks, musie, videos,
elubs, lathons.

Each offers a peck inlo a differ-
ont fringe culture, addball obses-
sion or unsung lifestyle, Some are
slick; others, a couple of hadly
typed 2heets slapled logether. Cir-
culations range from a handful 1o
the thousands, A lew manage Lo
keep a fairly consistent production
schedule, although irregular ap-
pearinces appear Lo be Lhe rube.

All are idbosyneratic. Moal are
naughty and irreverent. Frequent-
Iy, zines are Losleless,

Az 1o an all-encompassing defi-

HUERETT ULELL ¢ Loi Arpeles Tomes
Herin Morataya, eft, and Darby Romeo publish Ben Is Dead from their apartment.
"We're faking it,” says Romeo, who started the zine on her father™s old computer.

nition, '8 one of thode 1-know - (L
when-[-s8ee-f1 Lhings,” savs Mike
Gunderioy, an Albany, M.Y.-based
archivist and co-author of the
recently released “The World of
Zines,” a catalogue of more than
400 such publicalions.

*“The best we were able Lo da [Tor
a definition] =as ‘a zine i any
small publication thats dane [or
love rather Lhan money.” ™

Amang the most vencrable here
is Pasadena-based Flipside, which
has been around for more than a
decade mipdng poetry and letlon
wilh reporls on underground rock
and roll and youth cullure—com-
maon themes in Lthe zine world. lis
production values seldom rige
above ughtly packed tvpe and
cheaply reproduced black-and-
white pholographs.

Ben 15 Dead, like Flipgide, covers
underground youth cultuse in non-
allek black and white,

I never learned anything aboul
how o pul a magazine Logether.
We're faking it all the way," says
Romes, who began publishing in
1988 after her father gave her his
ald compuler. The name came fram
a dream she had that her soon-1o-
be ex-hushand was dead.

The popular, Lhough as yel un-
profitable, local zine has its editori-
al offices in Lhe Miracle Mile apart-

menlt HRomeo shares wilh
roommatefco-oditor Kerin  Maoara-
Laya

She started the publication, Ro-
mea says, 50 she wouldn't have o
pay for records or admission to
clubs. "1 was desperate and broke
at the ume" As a publisher, she
gels inle elubs free, and bands send
her review coples of their records.
Each Ben [s Dead ssue pxplores
a theme. The glamour issue fea-
tured ilems like “Beauly-En-
Plense zee ZINES, E6
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ZINES

Canlinued frem El
Morl,” “Yoodoo and Yl Feleas-
Ing, thie ‘Beauty Within,” "“The
Gifdé to Abe Perfect Car Crash,”
and ather “service” preces unlikely
to e dupheated i the pages of
Vigue |

Beifes increasing circulation
from 5000 w 16000 copies per
kesie ‘and achigwing 2 commensa-
raie impronveminl kn gize and slick -
nesd—plus ralsing the priee from
Iree Lo Fi60—Ben In Dend hi!l

hel {wa nathonal conventions, ihe
mast Tecesl of which, SFEW 11, &
guet of festival of petworking, omi-
gl am art, wis held in February at

wsually accompansed with a heavi-
er dallop of dark humor than found
in the manstream gay pubdica-
L =such a8 the Disease Pariah
Mews, published i Daklard.
"Zimes are a pepeciion of mass
popelarily,” mys Dennis Cooper,
pervelist and SPEW 1 curator. “IUS
bess about gelling intercsied
mumbers and 1§ mon: Akl speak-
ing the truth and finding comradia
The queer gned are the sme. Vs
w.q af ] II'I :u m:lr:l

r:l-r.-: ared mmw many ll'.-m
ITE

There's no defined sudience or
subjeet, fo ibe ecoeniric Tha Last
Pram, a cheap (S1), pamphbet-
sled reposilory for the esoleric
whimay of Barbank-based au-
tl'rur.l'puhhih!f Ralph Coon, whose
odilor's note Emya, 'l will Lry Lo
umearih az meoch arcane knowl-
edgn as | possibly can on the given
topic. This ism't a radio MaLon so
doo’L wrile me requesiieg Lhat §
cover a certain ssbjget, Slar your
own Zine.”

The Nirsl issue’s subject is Lhe
arskdh-"em-up driver education
Tilm Tk Last Prom.” Coon prif-
ises his readers “mn-depl [sk] re-
search inlo the sexiest man on
televisen . . . Spanky Lelevision
evangeliss D, Gens Scoll™ bor his
efdore

Probably LoASE allckest mine

ter, lis editoral comien s divided
belweeh Fanis like “The Famdly
Must Be Elimimated” and 1 Hale
Mem” to reporiage, such 23 his
article om Orange Counlys ¥el-
PR FUNg.

In contrast bo the misspebilings
1k plagae much of mnedom, Goad
isssag 8 “Typo Challenmge,” daring
readers o find am ermor in his
W.page publicstion. Al unlike
ot mne creabore. Gaad i 8 pro-
lessional journalist who wrole [or
Playkoy and varsous music maga-
Tines

Disgrumibed becawse of what he
says was censorship, Gosd and his
wile, Debiie, decided Lo go it alone
irom their Hollywood apariment.

The Goads, like the pubdishers of
Ben 15 Dead and ctber zanes with
an umfettered editorial polkcy.
fexind 1sadl many of the primers
they opperoached mefused 1o praml
theic zine, Had his original choice
of prinber taken the job, instead of
the more expermive outfll Lhal
fipally Fan o, Godd says ARIWEr
Me! would be making a profil. As i
i3, Goad says he i bosing money.

Angwer Me! 8 smething ol a
prind version of Howard Sterm-va-
riety talk radia. “| really hove o
philcsophical agerds™ a8
about the eclettic and provocative
subject maller he diskes oul. sach
as inlerviows with Davsd Duice and
e Geio Boys, 3 Houston rap
group. “Ta me, it's just something
that I'm inberested in."

S0ll, Answer Mel's clean layout

amil i-your-face Bosuliny sy
have struck & chord The Goads'
gerond Isoe has gone @ls thres
printinga, for a boial of 8,500 soples
al $2.50 each, and Goad promises a
10000 - pried. ran Tor the soon-bo-
b creleased tnird e

in 1968, Mark Frowenfelder, a
mechanical engincer, and kis wile,
Carls Sinelair, firig publishad iher
zine, BOING BOING, wilh a ren of
100 cophes

1 thought it would be fun todaa
sne shoul Lhe way that fringe
culiusea apd sl.lbl:ultlln e k-
ing mesheobogy,” Frauvenfeldes
mys. Al Lhal lme, bechnology
waa reaching the poisl whare peo-
ple om the streel coald affard L™

Thit pouple's combination al £y-
Berpunk ficton, hows1o arlcles én
making your own CDs and such
wildecard pitecd as "Home Sur-
Rery on Yoi=r Cal™ imta the
crploding cyboreuliure under-

Fivie years and eight 182 laler,
abded By the participatson of such
motable hackers and cyberbenoes
s wriler Bruce Sterking and malk-
emalician/author and sofiware
ercator Fudy Rucker, hOING
BOING i up 1o 12000 eapics per
iesiee and Fravenfelder has deflod
the odds and gt his engiseering

joh,

=l ook off feom Lhe firsl oS
and preity swch doubled every
imeue,” he save 1t really appeabed
to a bot of neophiles—peopln wha
love now Keas and ane |[BdUiStve

Y- and AIDS and also  professional Lypesstier Jim Goad's
serves up Lhe usmaal poetry, liera-  Answer Me. abso lakes & [reo-
pre and couplercultbral mews,  wheeling appreach io subject mat-
DEAR ABBY / ABIGAIL VAN BUREN

Poem Puts Parents on Their Knees

patrons would greaily ap-

‘preclate a copy of the posm

yeu published several years ago. It

h:lns. ", heavenly I"'Il.htr
maks me 3 beller parenl. .

DEAR CONHIE: The item iz
tnled A Parenl's Prayer.” 1§ was
writlen by (b late Qarry C. Myers,
the founder of “Highlights foe
Children,” a whalesame, edwca-
tional Eonthly magazing—now 0

its fourih
And here it i

APARENT'S FRAYER

*Oh, heavenly Falher, make me
& belier parenl, Help me Lo undér-
stand my children, o listen pa-

resort Lo ehame and ndicale &
punishmsenl. Let me ool lempl a

child to lip nd stesl. So guide me
demon-

o hald my tongoe. Blind me 1o the
litlle errors of my children and
hiip me Lo see Lhe good Unings Lhey
do. Cive me a resdy wand o
hossal pralse. .

“Help me ix treal my children ns
thome: of theis own age, bul lel me
pol exact of them Lhe jodgmenis
and enoventiong of pdulis Allow
e nol 1o roby Uhem of Uhe opportu-
mity to wail upon themselves. o
hink, Lo ehoese, and to make their
own decisions.

“Forbid thal | should ever pums
tshy ibem for my selfsh satisfaction
Bay | granl all their wishes
thal are reassnsble amd Il‘ll.wu thir

an identical twin sister, and &l-
though we newer dressed alike, we
were conslantly mistaken far “the
ather ong™—gven os adulis

Afler wie were Both marmied my
sister moved o anoiher slabe. Last
gummer, my husband and | were
vatalioning at a popular resort, lmd
sl ome polnd. In Uhe
soveral Bmngers, b *mrﬂlﬂ"'ﬂ,"'
grabbed me and gave me 3 very

Liy

A man 1 had never seen bolose

witnessed jl—ond he kepl staring

sl me Lo (he point that | noticed it
and it made me uncoménriable.

& year later, while | waa visiling
m_ﬁ'lﬂlr.lﬂmulﬂh!f
b, [0 was the samae man whi had
seen my huskard lay that kiss on
me. When ke saw Ll Lhere wene
it of us. he hursl oul laughing.

Then he conlessed that he had
pmsumsed thalt whkat he had seen
was my Lwin sister chesiing on ber
hizshanid.

—~THEOTHER TWIN

DEAR READERS: | laughed at

“A& mother hen, baving some
difficulty kecping ber chicks in
tine, declared: *If your faither could
B0 JOU oW, he'd tiarn ovar i hila
ETavy.

alsul ings"

Jairee Lovy lakes that idea of
zines and hame SomgLErs one step
further. Her zine, Elecinanic Hol-
Iywood, eavering whal she calls
“Hollywood, new technology and
bhad avlitisdes,” oSS oul on A
foppy digk 1hat can be read on 3
Macintosh

"1 wand o work with (he disk as
my Parmal, so | can reach amybody
whea hat @ computer. | want ko be
seen s an nt putlisher,
el of & crosa weon A reeand
RBaksed nnd 5 magamnine,” Levy saye

Elecironic Hollywood combines
music amd graphics with text and is
degigned as a general-inferest
eloctronie zine, thowsgh it i slamied
slightly in the Qirection of cyber-

oE.

*It"s et just sboul iechnology or
computer siuff, It's for enybody,”
Lewy says

The most retent isue had am
priiele om how Lhe Lod Angolcs
riols were porirayed in the media,
as well a8 a review of o dighal expo

show.

One of the bigpest sscoess aio-
ries in Uhe L. mee world=péer-
haps the enlire Zime world—is
Chria Gare's Film Threal

Eight years age Gore, then a film
student al Wayne Stale Unsversly

in Detroll, began the ne 2 &
i e
ing the wocld of nderground film
making and averlooked Ilulh'umd
lidbits. He dropped ool and meved
to Hollywood in 15849,

photocopied affair cover: |

lagt year Film Threat waa

baght by Husiler publisher Larry
Fiynt's LFF Inc. for an umndisciosed
#x- sum. Now, Film Threal
& a lull-color glossy and Gone ie
editor-in-chief, ensconced in &
Beverly Hills olfiee.
He's also launched a sccond
tion, The Film Threa Videa
Gusde. which silll operates imde-
pendenily.

J,.ltnGMd.EurEﬂTmlhr:'nlﬂ.

sine. "l m nrddthﬂlum:

informsation im these magazines,”

b maye “People tend ta think that

il somelhing’s typesel in Time or

Hewswesk R mecessanly Lne,

huli‘:im can jusl os casily ged
i

nfarmation im a Xenomed .

|r|.ﬂqd (Gore poinds oul, many
mainstream magssises are behold-
wn o other ingerests, which can
eload of censor their editoeisl

{

=Zines are beholden o o one ¢

publishers themselvea,™ he

gays. “That's why they're eeit-

g
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GETTING THE LOVE YOU m
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Workshop designed by Harville Hendrix. .0,

“GETTING THE LOVE YOU WANT™

WHO WANT TO STAY
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